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unjust and unbalanced bankruptcy bill
which is great for the big banks and
the credit card companies and says
nothing about their predatory lending
practices. It requires no balance and no
accountability on their part and says
nothing about the way in which they
continually push their credit cards on
our children.

This legislation basically tears up
the major safety net for middle-class—
not just low-income—families to pro-
tect families from being put totally
under and in economic bondage for the
rest of their lives. That is what this
bill does by setting up an onerous
means test that will make it impos-
sible for families to rebuild their lives.

I think my colleagues want to bring
this up because they want to point to
the differences between President
George W. Bush and President Clinton
because President Clinton vetoed this
bill. I hope we can stop this bill, and,
believe me, I will have many amend-
ments and we will have much debate.

If, in fact, my colleagues want to
point out the difference, I am glad to
do so. I have been plenty critical of
President Clinton in the last several
weeks—there has been much to be crit-
ical of—but I want to point out to
President Clinton: It is an honor to de-
fend you on your veto of this bill.

President Clinton stood up for con-
sumers. He stood up for low- and mod-
erate-income families without a lot of
clout in America; he stood up for work-
ing people; he stood up for civil rights;
he stood up for communities of color.
He basically stood up for them and ig-
nored all of the lobbying, the political
and economic clout of this financial
services industry.

I will have a lot to say in this debate
about their contributions and their
role. He did the right thing. I am
pleased to talk about the differences.

This bill comes to the floor nego-
tiated by a relatively small number of
Members. Until this year, this bank-
ruptcy bill has never been on the floor
of the Senate in an amendable fashion.
I need to make that point tonight be-
cause we are going to go on this bill
probably Wednesday afternoon.

The third point I want to make is,
until the hearing was held by the Judi-
ciary Committee on February 8, there
had been no hearings on this legisla-
tion. In fact, the Senate has not con-
ducted its own hearing on bankruptcy
since 1998.

Here is my point: The first time in
amendable form, harsh and unbalanced,
unjust, and the financial services in-
dustry trying to jam this through.

I see no reason why we should not
have extended debate on the Senate
floor. Believe me, coming on the heels
of this effort to undo 10 years of work
on an ergonomics standard to protect
people in the workplace, I, as a Senator
from Minnesota, will be more than
ready to have amendments and have
debate.

One of the amendments on which I
look forward to a vote will basically

say: Before you say to people it is
going to be impossible for you to file
for chapter 7 and rebuild your lives, be-
fore you basically put people economi-
cally under for the rest of their lives
with this very harsh and one-sided
piece of legislation, at least in the case
where people have had to file for bank-
ruptcy because of a major medical bill,
do not present them with this harsh
means test. At least give people who
went under because of a medical bill
the opportunity to file chapter 7 the
way they could before.

We will have a vote on that and a
vote on many other amendments as
well. That debate will start I suppose
Wednesday afternoon.

What a week—it is not just this
week; the debate will go on to next
week. We have 2 weeks coming up that
I think represent what the majority
party is about, and I am sorry to say,
because I like the Presiding Officer so
much and it is not a personal argu-
ment, it is an institutional argument. I
really believe this President and the
majority party are going to do a great
job representing the wealthy in Amer-
ica, a great job representing the finan-
cial services industry, a great job rep-
resenting the insurance industry, a
great job representing the oil compa-
nies, a great job representing the well-
heeled, the well-financed, and the eco-
nomically powerful.

The question most ordinary citizens
in the country are asking is: Who will
represent us? My hope is that the
Democratic Party will do so.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

MORNING BUSINESS
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Senate
now be in a period of morning business
with Senators speaking for up to 10
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

FAREWELL TO GIGI LOPATTO
Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, one of

our dear staffers is present who has
given a great deal of effort to the Judi-
ciary Committee, and I want to pay her
my respects for a few moments.

Today is Jeanne Lopatto’s last day
working in the Senate. She has worked
on the Senate Judiciary Committee,
and for me in particular, for the last 18
years and is currently press secretary
for the full Judiciary Committee. It is
with mixed emotions that I rise to
thank her for all the good work she has
performed in the past. I give her my
best wishes for her future.

Gigi is a Capitol Hill success story.
She began her career with me as an
entry-level assistant, and she has
moved up to spearhead the Judiciary
Committee press operation, which is a
big job and a very important one. As a
result of her hard work and dedication,
Gigi has earned the respect, admira-
tion, and trust of all of us who have
worked with her. Thus, it is with a cer-
tain degree of both sadness and pride
that I am bidding her farewell.

Gigi will be joining our dear friend
and former colleague, Spencer Abra-
ham, at the Department of Energy as
his spokesperson. In other words, she is
going to be speaking for a Cabinet-
level official. I think that is a great
thing. Our loss—mine in particular—
will be unquestionably Secretary Abra-
ham’s gain. I know she will have her
hands full over there, but she is up to
the challenge. If I might be so bold, I
want to say that I share the pride of
Gigi’s great success with her wonderful
family.

Gigi will be greatly missed here in
the Senate, and certainly by me. I
think she is going to be missed by the
reporters and the press officials who
have relied on her on a daily basis.
Senate staff on both sides of the aisle
are going to miss her, her friends and
colleagues on the committee and on
my personal staff, and, of course, most
of all, I am going to miss her. So let me
just say that I am very grateful to Gigi
for the service she has given to the
Senate and to our country at large and
for working with us on the Judiciary
Committee, as an essential part of the
committee, as somebody who always
acted with integrity, decency, honesty,
love, and affection for all of us on the
committee, regardless how cantan-
kerous that committee is from time to
time. She has had a steady hand on the
tiller during a lot of really acri-
monious debate at times, and she has
really done this job as well as it could
have been done. We love her, and we
are going to miss her. We also wish her
well as she proceeds on to even greater
and better things, as she views it and
as I view it.

So, Gigi, we are going to miss you.
We all love you and appreciate you and
want you to be successful in your next
job, which I know you will be.

I yield the floor.
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Vermont is rec-
ognized.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I join the
Senator from Utah. We will now know
anytime the Democrats are told they
are not doing their job it will be com-
ing straight from the Senator from
Utah.

Senator Abraham is very fortunate
to have her there. Senator Abraham is
a good friend to all of us here, and she
has been a good friend to all of us here.
He is fortunate. I will do my best to fill
in and help the chairman on some of
these issues, especially as I know we
can finish this bill in 2, 21⁄2 days, so
long as the leadership does not inter-
rupt us for anything else.
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